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Attending the Ilderton Fair since early 
childhood, Ruth can only remember 
ever missing one Fair. That day was her 
graduation day from London Teachers’ 
College. An important day for sure, but 
also important because her father was 
President of the Fair that year. A bitter-
sweet day for both of them!
After moving to Ilderton in the 1970s, 
Ruth became involved with the Fair 
because of her love of cooking and 
baking. Naturally, she became a Food 
Committee member.
Over the years, Ruth has taken on 
all sorts of tasks with the Fair. She 
has helped organise euchre parties, 
a popular fundraiser; been part 
of the Saturday Night Fair Dance 
Committee; served as President and 
Past-President of Homecraft and 
Chair of the Food Committee. She 
orders and distributes all the prize 
ribbons and been on the IAS Board 
of Directors for many years. She 
can often be seen on the fairgrounds 
with her grass-trimmer in hand, 
meticulously clearing out the grass 
and weeds growing under the corral 
fencing. When Ruth takes on a task, it 
is always done well!!

One cannot gloss over these tasks. They 
all take much organization, time and 
work. For example, 2001 was the 150th 
anniversary of Ilderton Agricultural 
Society. There were many extra events. 
Members of the Executive dressed 
in period costumes for the WHOLE 
weekend. AND the weather was good!!!!!
Ruth remembers when the Ilderton Fair 
included a track and a grandstand. The 
objective was to get to the grandstand 
early to get a great seat to view the 
events on the track, and of course, visit 
with friends who you may not have seen 
since the previous year’s Fair. That track 
was a horse racing track, and there were 

horse and pony races. To get across the 
track was tricky…… and dangerous. 
One needed to carefully choose just the 
perfect moment to quickly skedaddle 
across. At the same time, the warnings that 
Ruth’s parents had drilled into her about the 
dangers of being trampled by racing horses 
were playing in her mind. Ruth heeded her 
parents’ warnings and remained safe.
Ruth believes that the Fair will continue 
to grow. However, the agricultural 
component of the Fair must remain 
the priority. With increasing urban 
development, it is most important to 
increase the awareness of the farming 
community and its importance to the 
Ilderton area for plentiful, safe food 
production and economic development.
Ruth commented that the Ilderton 
Agricultural Society is fortunate to 
have many young volunteers who are 
dedicated to the Fair and its future.
Ruth remarked, “One of the highlights 
of the Ilderton Fair is the wonderful 
people one meets throughout the years 
of volunteering with the Ilderton Fair.”
To the Ilderton Agricultural Society and 
the community, Ruth is one of those 
valued, wonderful people.
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Hello everyone, 
On behalf of the Municipality of Middlesex Centre, it is my great pleasure to extend a very warm welcome to all 
attendees of the Ilderton Fair!  Residents, visitors, exhibitors and vendors have been coming to this wonderful 
celebration of rural life since 1851 – and it’s a relief to know that this year’s event will be back ‘to normal’. 
The Ilderton Fair is a perfect family outing as there’s something of interest for everyone.  Enjoy the various 
exhibits and watch the competitions.  Meet neighbours and visitors from other areas.  You’ll see livestock, gigantic 
pumpkins, crafts and farm equipment from both the “horse-drawn” and the “electronic” era.  After a day at the 
Ilderton Fair, you’re sure to have a smile on your face! 
When an event that’s been happening for over 170 years continues to grow and thrive, you know it’s special –  
and, to say the time and effort to make it special is ‘considerable’, is an understatement! I want to pass on a heartfelt 
thank-you to all of the directors and members of the Ilderton Agricultural Society and the many volunteers for their 
work in making the Ilderton Fair weekend an ongoing success. 
Sincerely, 
Aina 

Aina DeViet (she/her) 
Mayor 
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